Mr. Cogito on the Need for Precision
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Mr. Cogito
is alarmed by a problem
in the domain of applied mathematics

the difficulties we encounter
with operations of simple arithmetic

children are tucky

they add apple to apple
subtract grain from grain

the sum is correet

the kindergarten of the world
pulsates with a safe warmth

particltes of matter have been measured
heavenly bodies weighed

and only in human affairs

inexcusable carelessness reigns supreme
the lack of precise information

over the immensity of history
wheels a specter
the specter of indefiniteness

how many Creeks were killed at Troy
—we don’t know

to give the exact casualties
on both sides

in the battle at Gaugamela
at Agincourt

Leipzig

Kutno
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and also the number of victims
of terror

of the white

the red

the brown

—O colors innocent colors—

—we don’t know
truly we don’t know

Mr. Cogito
rejects the sensible explanation
that this was long 2go

the wind has wrbaozmr_% mixed the ashes

the blood flowed to the sea

sensible explanations
intensify the alarm
of Mr. Cogito

because even what

is :mvvmi:m under our eyes
evades numbers

loses the human dimension

somewhere there must be an error
a fatal defect in our tools
or a sin of memory

2

a few simple examples
from the accournting of victims

in an airplane disaster
it is easy to establish
the exact number of the dead




important for hejrg
and those plunged in grief
for insurance companies

we take the list of passengers
and the crew

next to each name

we place a little cross

it is slightly harder
in the case
of train accidents

bodies torn o pieces

have to be put back together
50 no head

remains ownerless

during elemental
catastrophes

the arithmetic
becomes complicated

we count those who are saved
but the unknown remainder
neither alive

nor mmmszmww dead

is deseribed by a strange term
the Emmmmbw

they still have the chance
to return to us

from fire

from water

the interior of the earth

if they return——that's fne
if they don’ttoe bad
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now My, Oom:o
climbs

to the highest noznn.:m
step of indefiniteness

how difffenlt it ¢ to establish the nimes
of all these who Perished
in the strugale with inhuman Dower

the officia statisticy

reduce thejr number

once agajn pitilessly

they decimate those who have died 2 viplent death
and their bodjes disappear

i abyemal cellars

of huge police buildings

eyewitnesses

blinded by gas

deafened by salvoes

by fear and despair

are inclined towsyd eXaggeration

accidentz] observers

give doubtfy] figures
aCompanied by the shamefy]
word “aboy”

and yet jp these matters
accuracy js essential

We must not he wrong
even by 4 single one

we are despite everything
the guardiang of our brothers

it thrusts into the hell of appearances
the devilish net of dialectics
proclaiming there is no difference
between the substance and the specter

therefore we have to know
to count exactly

call by the first name
provide for 2 journey

in a bowl of clay
millst poppy seeds
a bone comb

arrgwheads
and a ring of faithfulness

amulets
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NOTHING'S A GIFT

Nothing’s 2 gift, it’s all on loan.

I'm drowning in debts up to my ears.

I'll have to pay for myself
with my self,

give up my life for my life.

Here’s how it’s arranged:
The heart can be repossessed,
the liver, too,

and each single finger and toe.

Too late to tear up the terms,
my debts will be repaid,
and I'll be fieeced,

or, more precisely, flayed.

I move about the planet

in a crush of other debtors.

Some are saddled with the burden
of paying off their wings.

Others must, willy-nilly,

account for every leaf.

Every tissue in us lies

on the debit side.

206

Not a tentacle or tendnl

1s for keeps.

The inventory, infinitely detailed,
implies we'll be left
not just empty-handed

but handless, too.

I can’t remember
where, when, and why
I let someone open

this account in my name.

We call the protest against this
the soul.
And it’s the only item

not included on the list.
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KAY RYAN

Polish atnd Balm

Dust develops
from inside
aswell as

on top when
objects stop
being used.
No unguent
can soothe

the chap of
abandonment.
Who knew
the polish

and balm in

a person’s
simple passage

among her things.

We knew she
loved them
but not what
love means.

We're Building the Ship as We Sail It

The first fear

being drowning, the
ship’s first shape

was a raft, which

was hard to unflatten
after that didn't
happen. It'sawkward
to have to do one’s
planning in extrermis
in the early years-——
so hard to hide later:
sleekening the hull,
making things

more gracious.
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southeast all the way to Milne Bay and then turned north. As we
approached Lae, the pilot was flying under the weather at about
150 feet. We could see native boats on the water. The flight took
two hours—I remember we almost missed chow.”

Ever since Oliver Clark got out of the nose of the B-24 that
had engine trouble on the morning of March 22, 1944, and
didn’t get back on the plane in the afternoon, he has counted his
blessings. So has John Robert Campbell. “Not getting on that

plane was a gift of fate,” Campbell says. “I guess my time hadn’t
come.”

There were more people at Robert Allred’s funeral on March 3,
1983, than juanita Beck had anticipated the previous May, when
she, Emily, Howard, and Louise decided as a family to have Bob
buried in Punchbowl. Among the twenty-five men and women
gathered under a metal canopy that had been set up near the
grave were Alvin and Juanita; Emily and her husband; Howard
and his wife; two of Howard’s sons and their wives; Louise and
one of her daughters; six friends from Iowa who were 01 vaca-
tion in Hawaii at the time: the only man on the 22nd Bombard-
ment Group's roster who lives in Honolulu, and who was proud
to represent the Red Raiders; and Tadao Furue and Leslie Stew-
art, from the ciL.

On a warm, breezy morning, with cardinals and helicopters
flying overhead, the chaplain read the Twenty-third Psalm. He
led the gathering in reciting the Lord's Prayer, He spoke of the
grief that had been ended and the questions that had been an-
swered “as we commit the remains of Robert to their resting
place.” Seven riflemen fired three volleys. A bugier played the
heartache of Taps.

Juanita Beck tried to make arrangements with a florist in Ho-
nolulu to deliver flowers 1o her first husband's grave three times
a year—on Bob’s birthday, at Christmas, and on the anniversary
of the crash—but the arrangements did not work out. Long
before she gave up on the florist, in late 1984, and started using
the services of Florists' Transworld Delivery, she learned that
someone had succeeded where she had failed. A friend of
Louise’s took a trip to Hawaii in May 1983 and saw multicolored
flowers at Bob Allred’s grave. A year later, Paul Allred, nine-
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teen, the oldest son of Howard's oldest son, Dr. Robert P All-
red, spent a semester studying at the Cﬁ?mﬂmwg of Hawaiji, Cn
Sunday, May 27, 1984, the day before Memorial Day, he went to
Punchbowl. As he approached his granduncle’s grave, he saw a
man standing in front of it gazing into the distance. In a flower
container near the headstone was a bouquet of _onm.mﬁ.maam&
roses. Paul Allred waited unul the man turned toward him, mb&
then introduced himself, whereupon the man introduced him-
self. He was Tadao Furue. .

Robert Allred was the first man Furue had identified at the
CIL to be buried at the National Memorial Cemetery of the m.um-
cific, and after the funeral service was over he had made a poiat
of paying his respects to Robert Alired’s family. H‘,w:ém told ww&
how much it had meant to him to meet Bob Allired’s former s:.mﬁ
his sisters and brother, and his nephews, and now meant to him
to meet his grandnephew. He said that he had brought twenty-
two roses—one for each man on the plane. .

Tadao Furue visits Bob Allred’s grave at least twice a year. He
keeps a gallon of water in the trunk of his car (if the radiator
leaks he wants to be prepared to Gl it) and also a H.m.m of paper
towels (he has used them to wipe his rwdmm after :.m:n@.ﬁ:m a
battery cable and after changing a flat ure). On his visits, he
always cleans the headstone and always brings .moémnm. No.
41081 had been Tadao Furue's most difficult and time-consum-
ing case. As it happened, it had also taken him longer to piece
together the remains of Robert Allred than those of muw.oﬁrwﬂ
man on the plane. Because Furue accepts sole Hmm.vo:w_?:@ for
each identification he makes, he has a special feeling for Robert
Allred. As the commander of the aircraft, Robert Allred rw,&
chosen the course. He bore the responsibility for the plane's
meeting the mountain.
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One

hortly m.umnn midnight on Friday, June 16, 1978, Sylvia
mEBW.E decided to take a bath. Miss mmcnw_an 3
heavy, .cnmm_mq young woman who lived in a two-story uw&-
low brick building in Queens Village, New York, walked
from her bedroom on the second floor to the w_m%mmoa next
door and filled the tub with warm water. A few days earlier
she had had her hair cut and shaped in a bowl style which
she found especially becoming, and her spirits Emmm high
She washed her brown hair with shampoo and zlso with Rm
Boz%imm&. Some years earlier, she had tinted her hair red
and rma liked the way it looked. She had given up wearing
her hair red only because she had found coloring it every six
weeks too much of a bother. She imagined that the red
mouthwash ,.EOEE somehow be absorbed into her scalp and
Nmﬁm her hair red permanently. Miss Frumkin felt so cheer-
1 about her new haircut that she suddenly thought she was
Lori Lemaris, the mermaid whom Clark Kent had met in
no:m.mm and had fallen in love with in the old “Superman”
comics. She blew bubbles into the water.
After a few minutes of contented frolicking, Miss Frumkin

Wﬁﬁn@w& out of the tub. She slipped on the bathroom floor —
was wet from her bubble-blowing and splashing — and

b i e

cut the back of her head as she fell. The cut began to bleed.

She attempted to stop the bleeding by applying pressure to :

the cut, then wrapped her head in a large towel and walked |

back to her bedroom. On the dresser was a bottle of expen-

sive perfume that an aunt and uncle had given her in May !

R

as a thirtieth-birthday present. She poured the contents of
the bottle on her cut, partly because she knew that perfume -

contained alcoho! and that alcohol was an antiseptic (in
1972, Miss Frumkin had completed a ten-month course
qualifying her as a medical secretary), and partly because
she suddenly thought that she was Jesus Christ and that her
bleeding cut was the beginning of a crown of thorns. She
also thought that she was Mary Magdalene, who had poured
ointment on Christ. Looking back on the incident six months
later, Miss Frumkin was exasperated with herself for having
wasted the perfume, which the aunt and uncle had bought
in Israel, and which she couldn’ replace. “It was the one
perfume Pve ever had that people complimented me on,”
she said. “So many people told me 1 smelled nice when I
wore it. I'm sorry I wasted it.”

Miss Frumkin’s head burned when the perfume came 1o
contact with the open cut, and the bleeding subsided but
didn’t altogether stop. By then, it was after one o’clock. She
put on an old nightgown and went downstairs to the office
of the building to tell the night supervisor, Dwight Miller,
who was on duty from midnight until eight-thirty, what had
happened. Miller looked at the cut, told Miss Frumkin to
get dressed, and said he would drive her to the emergency
room at Long Island Jewish-Hillside Medical Center, 2 vol-
untary hospital in New Hyde Park, a short distance away.
The cut didn’t look bad, and Miss Frumkin appeared calm
about it ~— calmer than Miller thought he would have been
if their situations had been reversed — but he knew that any
head injury was potentially serious and should be examined
by a doctor. In her room, Miss Frumkin put on her under-
clothes, a pink-and-white print blouse and matching pink-
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